A reflection proposed by Stuart Williams of St. Joseph’s parish in Clintwood on the occasion of the UN International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. Stuart and his wife Isabelle are long-term volunteers with the international ATD Fourth World Movement, as are Vincent and Fanchette Fanelli, until recently present in the county for 23 years, now living in Wharton, New Jersey.  

October 17 is the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty. Marked in Dickenson country every October since 1995*, and around the world in small informal and larger formal events, it is a occasion that reinforces the efforts of communities to listen to and learn from people whose lives have be blighted by poverty, often over generations. This international day has its origins in the laying of a commemorative stone on the human rights plaza in Paris in 1987, bearing this message: Wherever men and women are condemned to live in poverty, human rights are violated, It is our solemn duty to come together to ensure that these rights are respected. This is signed by Father Joseph Wresinski, founder of the international movement ATD Fourth World. 
Father Joseph, himself the child of an impoverished French family of Spanish and Polish origin, dedicated his life to enabling those most affected by poverty to become not simply recipients but essential partners in the efforts communities and countries make to put an end to poverty and all kinds of disadvantage. A key to this, he believed, is a capacity to listen to and learn from those most affected by poverty and disadvantage. He explained this in an interview with national television in Dakar, Senegal in 1987.
Learning to listen to the poor requires great humility. They have so much to tell us, much more than we imagine. The poor need to speak to us about God in the first place, because the God of the poor is not the intellectual God of the learned or of our theologians. He is not the God as understood by liberation theology or other beliefs. The God of the poor is the simple God they meet each morning when they awake. He is the God of whom they ask: Father, what does today hold for us?, Will we have bread for our kids? Will the children come home from school in tears? Will my man find work? The God of the poor is a friend, truly a friend. They have so much to teach us about God, and about justice. Those who have always been treated unjustly and rejected, can tell us so much about the access or denial of access to rights, about power and powerlessness and about hatred and love. In every aspect of our lives, it is not that they have lessons to teach us, but rather they have things to share with us that will help us discover what peace is and how to experience it, what justice is and how to apply it, and what love is and how to live it. 
- - -

*In Dickenson County, the October 17 commemoration this year will take place at the Senior Citizens Center, Clinchco, beginning with a potluck at 5pm. Everyone is welcome.

For further information, see www.overcomingpoverty.org, www.atd-fourthworld.org and www.joseph-wresinski.org/en/ 
